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ANASTASSIA ALEXANDROVA
Program Coordinator
Uzbekistan

June 9, 2026
#03140/26
Mr. Kongratbai Sharipov
Minister
Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Innovation
Tashkent
REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN

Dear Mr. Sharipov,
Subject: Request to circulate the ATLAS Expression of Interest package to universities

As you are aware, the World Bank is working closely with Mr. Sardor Radjabov, First Deputy
Minister, on the implementation of the China—World Bank Group Partnership Facility (CWPF)
grant under the ATLAS (P515395) initiative.

As part of this initiative, we are also collaborating with Mr. Rustam Karimjonov, Deputy Minister
of Digital Technologies. In May 2026, this collaboration led to the official launch of the partnership
with Zhejiang University during the World Digital Education Conference (WDEC), held in
Hangzhou, China, on May 11-13, 2026. The Government of Uzbekistan was represented at the
event by Mr. Farkhod Akhrorov, Head of the Department for the Organization and Coordination
of Activities of Higher Education Organizations, Ministry of Higher Education, Science and
Innovation (MHESI), and Mr. Sardor Donaev, Vice Rector for Research Affairs and Innovations
at Tashkent State Technical University (TSTU). As a result, TSTU signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with Zhejiang University, marking an important milestone toward achieving the
objectives of the ATLAS initiative. We are pleased to extend our congratulations on this
achievement.

As the next implementation step, the World Bank is preparing to launch the university selection
process in Uzbekistan. The objective is to identify universities to participate in international
workshops in Uzbekistan and Mongolia, aimed at strengthening institutional capacity in Artificial
Intelligence through structured knowledge exchange, capacity building, and collaboration with
Zhejiang University in China.

We would be grateful for the support of the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Innovation
in circulating the attached Expression of Interest package to all public and private universities and
encouraging them to submit their applications by July 15, 2026.

The package includes the Call for Expression of Interest, the online application survey, the draft
invitation letter for rectors, and the scoring tool for internal use by evaluators. The survey will
collect information on each university's current Al capacity, institutional readiness, strategic
priorities, teaching and research activities, labor market linkages, and proposed outputs.
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Universities are requested to complete the survey through the following link:
https://forms.office.com/r/BkegD6ynnhk

The completed survey should be authorized by the Rector or a delegated senior institutional
representative.

Following submission, responses will be reviewed using the agreed scoring criteria to ensure a
transparent and consistent assessment process. Based on the review, ten priority universities will
be identified. One university will be invited to participate in a study visit to China with up to 10
people participation, while the other selected universities will be invited to participate in capacity
building and networking activities in Uzbekistan.

For coordination purposes, Ms. Natalya Shermetova (nshermetova@worldbank.org) will manage
survey collection and serve as the contact point for universities during the submission process.

We would appreciate MHESI’s support in sharing this package with universities and guiding them
to submit their responses within the proposed timeframe.

Sincerely,

y

Anastassia Alexandrova
Program Coordinator for Uzbekistan

Attachment: 1. Call for Expression of Interest
2. Draft letter to rectors
3. Scoring tool

Mr. Sardor Radjabov, First Deputy Minister of Higher Education, Science and Innovation

Mr. Shokhrukh Gulamov, Deputy Minister of Investments, Industry and Trade

Mr. Rustam Karimjonov, Deputy Minister of Digital Technologies.

Mr. Azizbek Turdiyev, Deputy Minister Ministry of Preschool and School Education

Mr. Sherzod Shermatov, Minister of Digital Technologies

Mr. Shodbek Teshabaev, Head of International Department, Ministry of Economy and Finance
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Heoduyuanvrwiii nepeoo ¢ anenutickoeo a3vika

AHACTACHS AJIEKCAHJIPOBA
PyxoBoauTens nporpamMm
V36ekucran

9 mrons 2026 .

I'-ny Konrparo6ato IllapumnoBy

MunucTpy

MUHHUCTEPCTBO BHICIIETO 00pa30BaHUs, HAYKU ¥ MHHOBAIIUH
TamikeHT

PECITYBJIMKA Y3BEKUCTAH

YBaxkaemsrii r-H [apumos!

Tema: 3anpoc na paccoinxy nakema ooxkymenmos ATLAS no evipasicenuro
3aUHMEpPeco6anHOCMU 8 YHUGEPCUNENbl

Kak Bam m3BectHO, BecemupHslii 0aHk TecHO corpygHuuaeT ¢ r-Hom Capropom PamxaOGoBbiM,
[lepBbIM 3amecTHTENIEM MUHHCTpA, 1O peanu3aluu rpanta B pamkax llaptaépckoro ¢onma Kurait —
I'pynna Becemuproro 6anka (CWPF) B pamkax nannmarueel ATLAS (P515395).

B pamkax 3TOH MHHUIMATUBBI MBI TakXKe COTpyAHMYaeM C Ir-HOM Pycramom KapHM»kOHOBBIM,
3aMeCTHTEeNIeM MHUHUCTpa HUQPOBBIX TexHomoruii. B mae 2026 roma 3TO COTPYIHHYECTBO MPUBEIO K
oUIMaTILHOMY 3aIyCKy NMapTHEPCTBA ¢ WKILBIHCKUM YHUBEPCUTETOM B Xojie BecemupHoii koHdepeHIru
mo mudpoBomy obpazoBarno (WDEC), cocrossmietics B Xanwkoy, Kura#t, 11-13 mas 2026 roxa.
[IpaBuTenscTBO Y30ekucTaHa Ha MEPONIPUATHH IpeAcTaBasun r-H @apxon AXpopoB, HaUaIbHUK OTIEINA
OpraHu3allid W KOOpAWHALIMU JEATETbHOCTH OpraHW3alliii BhIcIiero oOpa3oBaHMss MUHHCTEpPCTBA
BEICIIIET0 0Opa3zoBaHus, Haykd U wHHOBaIM (MBOHU), u r-u Capaop [lonaeB, mpopekTop MO HaydHO-
HCCIIEOBATEIbCKUM BOIPOCAaM W HMHHOBalUAM TalIKEHTCKOTO TOCYJapCTBEHHOIO TEXHHUYECKOTO
yausepcutera (TT'TY). 1o uroram meponpusitus TI'TY nonnucan MeMopaHayM o B3aMMOIIOHUMAaHHUH C
WXAIBIHCKUM YHUBEPCUTETOM, YTO CTAJIO BaYKHBIM IIIArOM Ha MYTH K JTOCTMIKEHHIO LieJiel MHUIMATUBBI
ATLAS. M5! pagsl BEIpa3UTh CBOU TIO3/IPABIICHUS B CBS3H C ITUM JOCTHKECHUEM.

B kauecTBe cienyroliero sramna Mo peajin3alud MHALMATHUBbl BceMupHbIN OaHK IOTOBUTCH K
3aIlyCcKy Ipolrecca 0TOopa yHUBEPCUTETOB Y30ekucTaHa. Llesb coCTOUT B BBISBJICHUN YHUBEPCUTETOB VIS
y4acTus B MEKIYHApOAHBIX CEeMUHapax B Y30ekucraHe u MOHronuu, HalpaBICHHBIX Ha yKpEIUIEHHE
WHCTUTYUHOHAIFHOTO  MOTEHIMada B  O0JacTH  HCKYCCTBEHHOTO  HMHTEIUIEKTa  TOCPEACTBOM
CTPYKTYpPHPOBAaHHOTO OOMEHA 3HAaHUSIMM, HapalllMBaHWA IIOTEHIMAIA U COTPYOHUYECTBA ¢ WKAL3IHCKUM
yHuBepcuteToM B Kurae.

Mpe1 ObuM OBI IPU3HATENBHBI 33 COACHCTBIE MUHUCTEPCTBA BBHICHIETO 00pa30BaHUs, HAYKH H
WHHOBAIIMH B PACTIPOCTPAHEHUH IPUIIAragMoro IMaKeTa TOKyMEHTOB IO BRIPAXKEHUIO 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH
CpeIu BCEX TOCYIapCTBEHHBIX W YACTHBIX YHHBEPCHTETOB, a TAK)KE B CTUMYJIMPOBAHUH MX K TT0/Ia4e 3asSBOK
110 15 urons 2026 rona.

[Naker Bxmrowaer llpurameHue K BBIPOKEHHUIO 3aWHTEPECOBAHHOCTH, OHJIAWH-aHKETY IS
MOJIaYu  3asBKU, TPOCKT MUChMA-TIPUTIIANICHUS IJI PEKTOPOB, a TaKKe HHCTPYMEHT OICHKU JUIs
BHYTPCHHETO WCIIOJIb30BaHUS JKCIIepTaMH. AHKETa MO3BOJIMT cOOparb HMHOOPMAIUIO O TEKyIIeM
MOTEHIIMANE KaXIOr0 YHHUBEpPCHTETa B OONACTH HMCKYCCTBEHHOTO HWHTEIUIEKTa, WHCTUTYIHOHAIBHOW
TOTOBHOCTH, CTPATeTHYECKUX MPUOPUTETAX, YYCOHOW U HAyYHO-HCCICIOBATEIBCKON AESITEIbHOCTH,
CBSI3AX C PBIHKOM TpPYZa, a TAKKE MpeiaraeéMbIX pe3yJbrarax.



YHUBEpCHUTETaM MPEAjiaracTcsi OTBETHTh Ha BOIIPOCHI aHKETHI 10 CIICAYIOMICH CChUIKE:
https://forms.office.com/r/BkgD6ynnhk

3amonHeHHAass aHKeTa MOJDKHA OBITh IOATBEP)KACHA PEKTOPOM WM YHOJHOMOYEHHBIM UM
CTapUINM IIPEICTABUTENIEM YUPEKICHUS.

Ilocne mnonmaun 3asBOK OTBETHl OyIyT pPAacCMOTPEHBI C HCIIOJIb30BAaHHEM COIVIACOBAHHBIX
KPUTEPUEB OLIEHKU B LIEJSIX 00ecledeHusl IPO3padHoro U MOCIEA0BaTeJIbHOTO Ipoliecca oleHnBanus. 1o
pesynbrataM paccMOTpeHus: OyayT ompeneneHbl JAecATh NPHOPUTETHBIX YHHUBEpCUTETOB. OnuH
YHHUBEPCUTET OyZeT NpUIIIAIEH Ui y4acTHs B yueOHoM Buzute B Kuraii ¢ yaactuem no 10 genoBek, Torna
KaK OCTallbHble OTOOpaHHBbIE YHUBEPCUTETHl OyIyT NpPUDIANICHBl K YYaCTHIO B MEPOINPHATHUSIX IO
HapaIl¥BaHHUIO MOTEHLINANIA U HAJIXKUBAHUIO MAPTHEPCKUX CBA3EH B Y30eKHCTaHe.

B mensx koopmunanmu r-xa Haranes IllepmeroBa (nshermetova@worldbank.org) OymeT
OCYHICCTBIIATH C60p AHKCT W BLICTYIIaTb B Ka4YC€CTB€ KOHTAKTHOTO JIMHOA IJI1 YHUBEPCUTCTOB B XOIC
mporiecca Moiauu 3asiBOK.

Msei Obutr ObI TIpU3HATENBHBI 3a coneiicteie MBOHI B pacnpocTpaHeHMHM JaHHOTO IaKeTa
JOKYMEHTOB CpPEIM YHUBEPCUTETOB M B OKA3aHWM KM IOMOIIM B NPEICTABICHUH CBOUX OTBETOB B
MPEASIOKEHHBIE CPOKHU

C yBaxeHuew,

AHacracus AneKkcaHnpoBa
PykxoBomuTens nporpamMm B Y30eKucTaHe

Ipunoscenue: 1. Ilpuenawienue x 6bipadceHuo 3auHmMepeco8aHHoCmu
2. IIpoexm nucvma pexmopam
3. Huempymenm oyenku

Komus:

I'-ny Capnopy PamxaboBy, mepBoMy 3aMECTUTENIO MUHUCTPA BBICIIIETO 00pa30BaHIsI, HAYKH U
MHHOBAIIUM

I'-ny Hloxpyxy ['ynamoBy, 3aMeCTUTEI0 MUHICTPA UHBECTHUIHH, TPOMBIIIJICHHOCTH U TOPTOBIIH
I'-ny Pycramy KapumxoHOBY, 3aMECTHTEII0 MUHHCTPA MU(POBBIX TEXHOIOTHH.

I'-ny Asusbeky TypaueBy, 3aMeCTUTEN0 MUHUCTPA AOLIKOJIBHOTO U HIKOJIBHOTO 00pa30BaHUs

I'-ny Ulepzony LllepmaToBy, MUHUCTPY HU(PPOBBIX TEXHOIOTUI

I'-ny Hlonbexy TemabaeBy, HaYaJIbHUKY MEXAYHAPOAHOI'O yIPaBJICHU MUHUCTEPCTBAa 3KOHOMUKU U
(huHAHCOB
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